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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

AVIATION HISTORIAN RECEIVES NATIONAL HONOR
Gilbert DAR Presents History Award Medal

MESA, AZ May 21, 2008 ​ The National Society Daughters of the American
Revolution has conferred the organization's prestigious DAR History Award
Medal on aviation historian Giacinta Bradley Koontz during a May 15 ceremony
in Mesa. The foremost authority on Harriet Quimby, the first U.S. female
licensed pilot, Koontz received the honor from the Gov. George W. P. Hunt
Chapter of Gilbert.

The medal honors an individual or group whose study and promotion of
American history ​ on the state, regional or national level ​ has
significantly advanced the understanding of the nation's past. Only four or
five are given out annually, and Koontz is the first medal recipient this
year. The former Flagstaff resident's nomination is the third to have ever
been submitted by an Arizona chapter. She now lives in southern California.

Koontz is best known as the author of The Harriet Quimby Scrapbook, the Life
of America's First Birdwoman (1875-1912) and for her costumed presentations
on the record-setting aviatrix. A former actress and model, Quimby was a
journalist and photographer who championed many women¹s issues when she
began flying lessons. It was through her book and presentations that Koontz
was first brought to the attention of the members of the Gov. George W. P.
Hunt Chapter who submitted the application for the national honor. The DAR
is a 118-year-old volunteer women's service organization devoted to
promoting patriotism, preserving U.S. history and supporting education
programs.

In addition to her research on Quimby, Koontz is an active advocate and
consultant for the preservation of historic aviation sites in Arizona and
California. She recently succeeded in obtaining National Register of
Historic Places status for the Red Butte Aerodrome in northern Arizona, and
received a Wolf Aviation Fund grant toward the completion of her next book,
³The Original Grand Canyon Airport² documenting life at the commercial
aerodrome, which flourished in the 1930s.

She was the founder and director of the Portal of the Folded Wings Shrine to
Aviation and Museum near the Burbank Airport in 1995. Although it was added
to the Register three years later, the museum has since closed for financial
reasons.

Koontz has been featured on PBS for her work on the Portal, and in the
documentary, Chasing The Sun, as well as the History Channel's Women Combat
Pilots and has contributed to dozens of books and publications. Museums
around the country showcase exhibits she designed and created. The San Diego
Air and Space Museum has benefited from her historical endeavors, from
display production to the transcription of a manuscript written by General
Henry "Hap" Arnold about the early years of Rockwell Field at North Island
in San Diego Bay.

Koontz, who holds a BA in Anthropology minor in U.S. History from San Diego
State University, is writing another book about the family of aviation
pioneer A. Roy Knabenshue. She has authored several screenplays, and tends
to favor subjects with historical facts, particularly mysteries. Continuing
her research on Harriet Quimby, she has traveled to many foreign countries
and has flown in dozens of rare vintage aircraft. For the past 12 years she
has given hundreds of multi-media presentations, on early aviation,
including appearances at EAA AirVenture (Oshkosh).
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